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culture is in a deplorable condition, and in
ordinary years the country fails to raise
enough cereals to meet the demands of the
population. Wheat, barley, oats, flax and
hemp are cultivated on the higher land, while
rice is grown on the lowlands. The raising
of live stock is an important branch of agri-
culture, and a considerable number of horses,
cattle, goats and swine are exported. The
culture of the silkworm is also important.
Manufactures. The manufactures are
comparatively unimportant. The leading
centers are Oporto and Lisbon. The most im-
portant industries include shipbuilding and
the manufacture of cotton and woolen goods,
linen, silk, leather, spirits, porcelain, tobacco,
hats, ironware, shoes and soap.
Transportation and Commerce. The large
rivers are navigable and these form the chief
highways to the ocean. They are dotted with
bright-hued sails of many small boats, in
which the products of the farms are shipped
to the large trade centers. The country has
over 1,500 miles of railways, which connect
all the large cities and towns of Portugal and
also with the chief commercial centers in
Spain. There are a number of good harbors,
the most important being those of Lisbon,
Oporto and Setubal.
The exports consist of wine, cork, copper
ore, olive oil, fruits and live stock, while the
imports include coal, raw cotton, fish and
manufactured articles such as cannot be read-
ily produced in the country. The foreign
trade is chiefly with Great Britain, Germany,
Brazil and the United States.
Literature. Portuguese literature began
with the songs of the troubadours (wMeh
see), which celebrated the victories over the
Moors and barbarians. It reached its height
in the sixteenth century in the writings of
Camoes. His epie Os iMsiadas is considered
the greatest poem in Portuguese literature,
The writings of the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries were mostly on theological subjects,
and were in Latin. The fourteenth and fif-
teenth centuries contained little of permanent
value. In the nineteenth century Almeida
Garrett, the poet, and Herculano, the histor-
ian, were the most influential writers, mth
possibly the exception of Guerra Junqueiro,
the modern poet of Portugal, whose poeras
are thought by some to be the chief influence
leading to the overthrow of the monarchy,
Education. Primary education Is compTd-
sory, and since the decree of the provisional
 government in 1911 the law has been rigor-
ously enforced. There are over 5,500 ele-
mentary schools and thirty-one secondary
schools, whose teachers are trained in the
normal departments attached to the univer-
sities at Lisbon and Coimbra. These univer-
sities and that at Oporto offer courses similar
to those of other European universities.
There is a technical school at Lisbon. Col-
leges for music are located at Lisbon and
Oporto, and there is a military and a naval
academy at Lisbon. Previous to the over-
throw of the monarchy, education was in a
backward state, and, notwithstanding* the ef-
forts now being made to educate the rising
generation, the percentage oL1 illiteracy is
large; it was 54.7 per cent in 1020, but in
fifteen years reduced to about 45 per cent.
Government. Portugal has been an inde-
pendent state since the twelfth century. In
October, 1910, a republic \vas declared. A
provisional government was or#atny.e<l which
continued until the adoption of a new consti-
tution in August, 1011. The Parliament con-
sisted of two chambers, the upper of 71 mem-
bers, the lower of 103 members; the first were
elected by the municipal councils, the second
by popular vote. In 1033 the President was
put out of office through a dictatorship suc-
cessfully established, and a new Constitution
was adopted. The legislative department now
has only one chamber of ninety members,
elected by direct suffrage. The office of
President is retained, but filkul temporarily
by the dictator. In 1934 the dictatorship had
achieved a stable government, and parlia-
mentary rule was restored,
Colonies* The foreign possesBions of Por-
tugal, in Africa and Asia, are aw follows:

colonial possessions 
area in
english
Sp. Mi. 
population 
in africa:
Cape Verde Islands 
1,557 
150,353 
Guinea 	 ,,,,,.,,. 
13,944 
364,929 
Principe and Saint Thomas'
Islands ,...,»  , 
372 
59,060 
Angola .,,,.«,,,,,,,,, 
487,788 
3,098,381 
Mojsanabiqii© ,,,,,,,»,„,,, 
299,973 
4,028.746 
in asia:
In India; Ooa, efcc ,,,,,,,, 
J,<537 
579,969 
Timor.,.;!,/.;   '/""*" 
7,330 
474,3$3 
In China: Macao* ota, , »,. , ,' 

157475 

812,60$ 
8,913,076 
Cities, The chief cities art Lisbon, tfa«
capital; Oporto, Setubal, Faro, ITipmim a»<J
Viaana.
History. The earliest eolo#i&& m Par*
tagal were fotuactecl ty the Phoenicians t»4

